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San Francisco Open Studios at 1890 Bryant St.

San Francisco Open Studios at 1890 Bryant St. : Get some face time with artists and their works
October 08, 2009 | By Stephanie W right Hession

For art admirers, it's enriching seeing a work close enough to distinguish all of its subtle details. More
meaningful is observingthe spacewhere it was made and spesking with the person who crested it.

Tha'sthebeauty of ArtSan's San Francisco Open Sudios, an annual four-weekend event beginning
Saturday, when closeto 800 emerging and egablished artists, in neighborhoods throughou the city, invite
the public intotheir studios.

At the 1890 Bryant . gudios, approximately 50 painters, photographers, ceramicists and athers will
exhibit their work.

These include surrealist painter CynthiaTom, whose work fea ures images of $rong Chinese women s
in eéheeal, vividy sauraed surroundings.

In"Aspiraion of the Self Assured,” Tom floasanong callalilies, andin"Flotaion Device," awoman
has he mouth submerged in water and her head topped with arootedtree. They areamongthe paintings
Tom will display.

"T hewomen andthefeminism camethrough after | was exploring my family history and learning about
my grandmother'slife” Tom says. " She camethrough Angel Idand, she was a Chinese American and she
had areally rough life."

Tom learned tha her grandmother'svillage sold her, he grandfaher bought her and shemog likely
journeyed to America in the ship's cargo hold, probably because her husband didn't buy her apassenger
ticket, which infuriaed Tom.

"Tha gated the wholewomenthing," saysTom, who hopesto empower women through her art. " Not
focusing onthepain, but looking & wha you can do, what you can be."

Growing up in London with an artis mother, portrait painter Jeremy Sutton anticipated becoming an
artid. His subjects have included Virgin founder Sr Richard Branson, whose portrait he did in five
minutes during Virgin Atlantic Airway's inaugural flight to San Francisco.

He creaeshisvibrant, Impressonig-gyle works with atwo-step process tha mixestechnology with
conventional painting methods.

"Part of my processisdigital painting usng a styluswith Corel Painter, which doesreal brush marks. S
it's not Phatoshop, it'snot just press abutton,” Sutton says. " It's asmuch physical painting as dipping into
an oil paint and brushing it on to the canvas”

Afteward, he printsthe piece on canvas and compleesit usng traditional paintingtechniques.

Sutton will do adigital portrait demondration a thepreview reception & 7:30 p.m. Friday and he'll show
work including "Moment inTime" feauringtango dancers, and "The Soeech," aportrait of President
Obama's nominaion acceptance gpeech a the 2008 Damocaaic Naional Convention.

Reception 6-9 p.m. Fri., open studios: 11 am.-6 p.m. Sat.-Sun. 1890 Bryant ., SF.
www.1890.bryant.com, wwww.sfopenstudios.com.
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